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Very little was known of this marvellous place until
it was visited by Colonel MacGregor and by Valentine
Baker, the latter of whom calls it " one of the wonders
of the world/' describing it as a gigantic stronghold
formed by Nature herself, with very little aid from
man. "The walls are mountains of from 800 to 1200
feet high, and with a sheer perpendicular scarp between
300 and 600 feet. It is an irregular oblong about
21 miles long by 5 to 7 broad. There are only five
entrances, through narrow natural scarps, and these
are fortified. The ground enclosed within is very rich,
and it might be a perfect garden, and self-supplying. A
stream runs right through the place, in at the southern
entrance and out at the northern. There are also
several springs within the fortress, and an ample supply
of good water could thus be obtained for the cultiva-
tion of the whole interior. But everything about it
now betokens utter ruin and neglect" (Clouds in the
East, p. 201). Owing to this neglect, the fortress,
where a battalion of troops with cavalry and some guns
are maintained, has become so unhealthy that the gar-
rison is often decimated by typhus, and constantly
deserting its post.

Near the north-west frontier lies Tabriz (Taurus), the
largest city and principal commercial emporium of the
kingdom. It stands at the base of the high and rocky
Mount Sahend, about 5000 feet above the sea, and on
the Aji-chai, 36 miles above its entrance into Lake
Urmia. Tabriz, which contains no remarkable buildings
except the citadel, originally a mosque, over 600 years
old, at one time possessed a large number of khans,
splendid mosques, public baths, and a population of
550,000, now reduced to one-third of that number.
The neighbourhood is extremely fertile, producing 'large
quantities of magnificent grapes and other fruits.